
TIPPECANOE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 18, 2005 

 
The Tippecanoe County Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 10:00 A.M. in the Tippecanoe 
Room in the County Office Building.  Commissioners present were: President KD Benson, Vice President John 
L. Knochel, and Member Ruth E. Shedd.  Also present were: Auditor Robert A. Plantenga, Commissioners’ 
Assistant Jennifer Weston, County Attorney David W. Luhman, and Secretary Pauline E. Rohr. 
 
President Benson called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2005 Regular Meeting as 

distributed, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE VOUCHERS 
 
Commissioners' Assistant Jennifer Weston recommended approval of the Accounts Payable Vouchers through 
January 18, 2005 with no exceptions. 
 
• Commissioner Shedd moved to approve the Accounts Payable Vouchers as submitted through January 18, 

2005, seconded by Commissioner Knochel; motion carried. 
 
GRANT APPLICATION:  Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI):  Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local 
Law Enforcement Formula Grant:  Prosecutor Jerry Bean 
 
Mr. Bean requested approval of this federal grant application that is used to fund salaries of the Tippecanoe 
County Drug Task Force consisting of a Deputy Prosecutor and an Investigator.  Mr. Bean said he is still 
working on the grant application in the amount of $76,000 that is due in Indianapolis on February 7 because 
the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute is requiring that we partner with at least one other adjoining county.  He 
said neither Clinton nor Montgomery Counties is partnered with another county but he thinks we have a better 
change of receiving the same amount of $76,000 if we partner with Clinton County because they are currently 
receiving an ICJI Grant and Montgomery County is not. 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the ICJI Grant application subject to partnering with Clinton 

County and authorize the President to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
 
GRANT APPLICATION:  Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI):  VOCA (Victims of Crime Act) Grant:  
CASA Director Colleen Hamrick 
 
Mrs. Hamrick requested permission to apply for a continuance of the ICJI Grant that she said is not ready for 
submission for the Commissioners' signatures.  The grant application will be in the amount of $14,709 of 
which $11,767 will be used to fund the Part-time Special Project Coordinator position for drug related issues 
and the remaining for the match and in-kind.   
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the VOCA Grant application to the ICJI and authorize the 

President to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
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AGREEMENT FOR MEDICAL CONSULTATION SERVICES:  Cary Home 
 
This Agreement with Sigma Medical Group, LLC for Dr. Gerald Wehr to provide medical consultation 
services to Cary Home residents was submitted for approval.  Sigma will be paid a fee of $100 per month 
beginning January 1, 2005. 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the Agreement for Medical Consultation Services for Cary 

Home and authorize the President to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
 
GIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT:  Tippecanoe County, City of Lafayette, & City of West Lafayette 
 
The Board of Commissioners, the City of Lafayette and the City of West Lafayette are entering into this 
Interlocal Agreement to share the cost of the development of the GIS Website to eliminate duplication of 
services.  Lafayette's cost will be $75,000 and West Lafayette's will be $20,000.  Tippecanoe County will 
operate and maintain the web site, and host data from both cities.  It was noted this replaces a November 2002 
Agreement between the City of Lafayette and Tippecanoe County. 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Lafayette, the City of 

West Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County for development of a joint web site, seconded by Commissioner 
Shedd; motion carried. 

 
DECLARATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY RATIFIED:  Emergency Management Director Mark Kirby 
 
President Benson reported she declared a local emergency for Tippecanoe County on Thursday, January 13, 
2005 due to flooding caused by heavy rains experienced in the County since January 10, 2005.  She noted such 
a declaration is the first step toward receiving Federal aid. 
 
Emergency Management Director Mark Kirby reported that, on Friday, January 14, he and a FEMA (Federal 
Emergency Management Agency) representative toured areas in the County that experienced extreme flooding, 
and he is hopeful we will qualify for FEMA dollars.  He reported the Wabash River's level is currently 18' and 
receding so he thinks the worst is past although SR 225 is still closed.  He said pumping at Clarks Hill has 
ceased.  Mr. Kirby said he plans to work with GIS to secure maps showing elevations in the County that he 
thinks will be useful to determine where flooding may occur. 
 
Commissioner Knochel asked if the significant drop in temperature caused problems for flood victims.  Mr. 
Kirby responded there were not substantial problems because the water had receded enough before freezing 
occurred. 
 
Sheriff Anderson, who was in the audience, stressed that motorists should exhibit extreme caution when 
driving through water covered roadways and definitely not go around barricades with road closed signs. 
 
ASSIGNMENT OF AGREEMENT:  Ambulance Service 
 
Attorney Luhman explained that the County's Ambulance Service Agreement was with each of the two 
hospitals, St. Elizabeth and Home.  Since they combined operations under Greater Lafayette Health Services, 
Inc. (GLHS) effective January 29, 1999, this Assignment of Agreement acknowledges that the Ambulance 
Service is now with GLHS. 
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• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the Assignment of Agreement with GLHS and authorize the 
President to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 

 
APPOINTMENT:  Common Wage Board 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to appoint Betty J. Michael to the Common Wage Board for Tippecanoe 

School Corporation projects, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS 
 
FORMULA GRANT APPLICATIONS:  Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI):   
 
Superior Court III 
 
Fiscal Officer Kathy Timberlake requested approval of a three (3) year ICJI Formula Grant that is in the 
process of being written.  The grant will fund an upgrade of technology regarding E-quest, their current data 
base, to create specific fields for the Juvenile Drug Court they are in the process of creating.  The grant will 
include $20,000 for the Drug Court and $11,000 for a laptop and handheld PCs for a total of $31,000.  No 
match is required. 
 
Superior Court III & JAG (Juvenile Alternatives) 
 
Ms Timberlake requested approval of this three (3) year ICJI Formula Grant, also in the process of being 
written, in the amount of $10,635 that will pay the salary of an educator/teacher for a new Truancy Prevention 
Program.  This Program will be held on Saturdays at Cary Home for pre and post adjudicated juveniles.  No 
match is required. 
 
Cary Home:  JAMS (Juvenile Alternative Management Sessions) 
 
This is the third year of the three (3) year JAMS Grant in the amount of $37,700 that pays the Coordinator's 
salary but does not include any additional salary amount or any benefits. 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the three ICJI Formula Grants subject to submission of the 

completed grant applications to the President and authorize her to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; 
motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2005 APPOINTMENTS:  Human Relations Commission 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to appoint Mida Grover and John Metzinger to fill the two vacant positions 

on the Human Relations Commission effective January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007, seconded by 
Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
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IV-D COURT GRANT:  Commissioners' Assistant Jennifer Weston 
 
Mrs. Weston requested approval of the IV-D Court Grant, based on the 2005 Budget approved by the Council, 
as well as a capital outlay purchase of a copier from the Cum Cap Fund.  The total amount of the grant that 
will pay salaries, benefits, supplies, and other services is $145,431.89.  The grant allows for 2/3rds 
reimbursement by FSSA (Family & Social Service Agency). 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the IV-D Court Grant in the amount of $145,431.89, seconded 

by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Reports from Veterans Services and Mail & Duplicating are on file in the Commissioners' Office for review. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  10:39 A.M. 
 
• Commissioner Knochel moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 
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